Chapter VII

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION AND
THE SOCIAL STUDIES

APPLICATION OF OBRISTIAN PRINCIPLES

IN a speech made in February 1942, the President of the
Board of Education said: " The State should give more
particular attention to the training of teachers. The training
college should be the source of spiritual values upon which
the teaching of religion must be based. It should be, too,
the fount of all educational inspiration and endeavour in the
country."

In considering this problem, the teacher must guard
against too much emphasis on formal religion. There k
still room for greater democratic principles in formal
religious practice. The old patterns of religion still hold
sway, and while they do so there is little chance of a com-
plete democracy. In the past, many wars have been fought
because of scruples of formal religion, and though there
are welcome signs of more collaboration and sympathy
between the various religious sects, there is still much to
be done in this connexion. Until tie problem is wholly
solved, complete democracy seems impossible. As Professor
J. K. Hart, of Columbia University, has so aptly put it:
" Primitively, religion stood for the wholeness of lie group*
Now it often stands for the fractionating of the communily,
the group and even the individual. This is not democracy."

So far back as 1932, a young teacher said: " The time
will come when teachers will be appointed for their spiritual
as well as their academic qualifications ". That young man
was a prophet. We agree with the President of the Board
of Educatkm that all teaching of religion must be based
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